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Grand Rapids Camera Club

What can we learn today?

Treat every day as a day that you
can learn something new. I
learned this and thought I would
share it with everyone.
Sometimes the simplest things are
the hardest to understand.. I hope
you all enjoy.
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Photography is the art of

capturing the light reflected off
objects. Natural light (as
produced by the sun) is constantly
changing. Once you are able to
see these minute changes in light
with your eyes, your photographs
will come alive.
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Natural light has many different
characteristics: intensity, angle
and color. Exceptional nature and

outdoor photographs use all three
to their advantage.
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As light becomes more intense,
contrast increases. Light and dark
areas become more defined. High
contrast light is typical at high
noon on a clear sunny day. As the
intensity of light decreases,
shadows soften, glare is reduced
and objects tend to look flatter.
Patterned surfaces lose their
texture in flat neutral light. This
light is typical on overcast days.
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The angle of light works in
conjunction with the intensity to
produce patterns and texture.
Objects that are lit straight-on do
not have a well-defined texture.
The same object lit from an angle
will display a clear pattern.
Angular natural light can be

captured early in the morning or
in late afternoon.

Try this simple experiment: find
an object with texture. Grab a
flashlight and your camera. Make
sure that the object is not lit by
too much natural light, or the
effect we are about to see will be
diminished.

Point the flashlight at the object
so that it is evenly lit from the
front. Take a photograph. Next,
position the flashlight to the right
or left of the object so that the
light strikes it at an angle. Take
another photograph.

Compare the two photos side by
side. You should see more texture
in the object when you have
applied angular light to it.

June—Ice Cream Social at the regular club meeting
July—NO MEETING (no newsletter)
August— No Meeting (no Newsletter)

September—Regular Club Meeting
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Once again we are on the cusp of summer. The
weather tells us the time is here. The days are longer
and filled with sunshine....mostly.

Many of our members will travel far and wide over
the summer. Some may stay closer to home, but
spend more time out and about enjoying the season.

If you are staying closer to home, I encourage you to
explore all that the area has to offer. Meijer Gardens
has a Chihully glass exhibit through September.
Blues on the Mall have resumed again this year at
Rosa Parks Circle downtown.

July starts with the Battle Creek Festival of Flight
and ends with SWMCCC Summer School of
Photography at Hope College. August brings the
sweltering dog days of summer, the perfect time to
head up north or take a trip to the lakeshore.

Our state has so much to offer us as residents,
visitors and, especially photographers. Enjoy the
summer. Travel safely. See you all in September!!
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Michael Collins will be our presenter this evening. His
PowerPoint presentation will be about wildflower
photography, although most of the information
presented will also be pertinent to general floral
photography. Michael will cover some of the
equipment he uses, along with tips, techniques and
examples. It will also include a few suggestions on
where to find wildflowers, as well as some references
for more information. He will have equipment on hand
for demonstration purposes.

Michael's Biography

I've been actively interested in serious photography for
just over ten years, starting with an all-manual Vivitar
SLR camera, then graduating to Nikon equipment.
Favorite subjects, aside from wildflowers, include
lighthouses and landscapes, with the occasional
wildlife shot wherever I can find them. I was a past
webmaster and president for the Mid Michigan
Photography Club, based in Lansing. Although I sell
prints at art shows from time to time, I'm definitely
keeping my day job as a systems analyst at a major
insurance company based in Lansing.

We are planing another beach shoot for Sunday
August 8th so mark your calendars. We did this event
last year it was very successful. It will be at Hoffmaster
State Park with a picnic before like last year. 1 will
send out an email with more details as soon as we
decide on an exact time. Also the information will be
posted on the club's website.
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-Thank You. to:
Diane Durand
Garnette Port

Rosemary VanHouten
Caroline Shearer

For the goodies at our
May meeting!
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erman60@comcast.
616-531-8253

Secretary
Dorothy Squair
d2quest@att.net
616-784-2916
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Treasurer
Wendy Cherba
cherba@comcast.ne
616-682-2467

Dori Vitunskas
dorivit@gmail.com
616-437-6988

petition Chairper:
Jeanne Quillan
btobug49@comcast.
616-531-8253

Digital Coordinato
Jim Shearer Jr

@Susan Vitunskas ital@grcameraclub.c
616-676:0271
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Greg Ferguson
ferguson@mac.co
616:669-9110
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All images were randomly chosen from the Grand Rapids Camera
Club website.. Check out www.grcameraclub.org/gallery to check
out the club members images.

Danford Richmond

are held the 3rd Wednesday of the month except Fe
August.
5PM

Boy Scouts o



